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Section 1 — Introduction and Transect Background

This report summarises the findings of the weekly butterfly transects undertaken at Mockbeggar in 2025,
providing comparison with previous years' walks where possible. It is designed to provide feedback to the
landowner and land managers who have allowed this transect walk to take place and to the volunteers who
have carried it out. The transect has been walked since 2016. This route was designed by John Levell, General

Manager of Somerley Estate.

Monitoring walks have been carried out using the Fixed-route (Pollard Walk) transect methodology as promoted
through the United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS). This involves walking a fixed route each
week during the recording season which runs for 26 weeks from 15t April to 30" September, recording all
butterflies within a 5m cube ahead of the walker. This produces an index for the numbers of each butterfly
species seen, which may also be referred to in the report by various terms, such as 'count' or 'record'. Adopting
this methodology means that it is possible to make a meaningful comparison of species indices and, over time,
identify trends in their abundance. A more detailed analysis, together with the raw data, is available to Group
Members and Landowners on request.

Transect walkers are also encouraged to record any moths seen on transect that they are able to identify in the
field, in the same way as they do for butterflies. They may also record any other sightings of note which can be
entered into UKBMS and are passed to the relevant conservation body.

Transect Description

The Mockbeggar transect is on the Somerley Estate in the Avon Valley 2 miles north of Ringwood. A
34hect/80acre disused gravel pit complex, 21hect/50acres comprising of water, included in the Avon Valley
SSSI/Ramsar/SPA. Surrounding land of 12hect/30acres of which 6.5hect/16acres is unimproved grassland and
wild flower meadows. A further 5.5hect/14acres of deciduous woodland and scrub, managed to provide scrub

surrounded woodland clearings.

The meadows are winter grazed to discourage coarse grass and scrub becoming established. Summer grazing
is not necessary due to the high numbers of deer present, the resident fallow herd exceeds forty individuals. A
large badger set and rabbit population regularly create areas of disturbed ground benefiting wild flower diversity.

Transect Route
Note, this is a Private Site — No Public Access
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Section 2 — Season Overview

Weather Summary

The winter was milder than average with below average rainfall, although we did experience some storms
which brought high winds and gales. Spring (March, April and May) was mainly dry and settled with
temperatures and sunshine above average and provisionally the sunniest spring on record. Summer (June,
July and August) was the warmest UK summer on record with a mean temperature 1.5C above the 30-year
average. Sunshine hours were above average in contrast to rainfall which was below average. September
brought an end to the period of warmer and drier than average months with some periods of heavy rain and
winds. There were some reports of funnel clouds around Bournemouth and the Isle of Wight.

Further detail can be found at: https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-
data/summaries/index

The NFBTG Season

A much better season than 2024 with a strong early season but a prolonged dry spell significantly curtailed
numbers from the end of July. The total number of butterflies recorded across 54 transects was 57,066 at a
density (butterflies per kilometre walked) of 16.88. The density was slightly below average, but building on
from the very poor 2024 it was a successful season. Exactly half our transects improved on their average
total. Generally, heathland transects performed above average, boosted by Grayling and Silver-studded
Blue but inclosures underperformed compared to the average taking the bottom eight places. Like the
transects roughly half the species performed above average (2021-2025 comparison only) but the
grassland species suffered from the dry summer; with Meadow Brown, Large Skipper, Small Copper and
Brown Argus all down on 2024 as was the Orange-tip more surprisingly. There were a lot of Whites around
later in the season, and all three species had a record season as did Clouded Yellow and Purple Hairstreak.
Both Silver-washed and Dark-green Fritillary recovered somewhat but neither to their long-term average. Of
the three focus species both Grayling and Silver-studded Blue were around 30% above average but Pearl-
bordered Fritillary failed to recover from its very poor 2024. Finally, we had a confirmed sighting of a Purple
Emperor after probable sightings in 2023.


https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/summaries/index
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/summaries/index

Section 3 — Weekly Flight Periods and Indices
Flight periods are based on New Forest Transect Group historic data supplemented by Alan Thornbury's
Hampshire Flight Chart.

FAMILIES

Hesperiidae
Pieridae

T Normal Flight Period is derived from actual New Forest sightings from 2011 to 2018 and Hants Flight Periods by Alan Thornbury
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Weekly Index

Weekly Indices
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Week Number
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Summary of Transect Indices by Week Highest Index
Week 1(2 ]3] 4 6 (7|89 |10]|11 )12 |13 | 14 (15 | 16 | 17 | 18 |19 |20 | 21 |22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | Totals
2016 8 10 | 15 13 (12 ] 9 14 | 10 | 2 | 89 | 192 | 212 | 322 | 408 | 444 | 255 (187|141 | 70 | 81 | 49 | 79 | 87 | 64 || 2,781
2017 11| 19 16 | 24 | 38 | 21 | 18 | 16 | 14 | 103 | 216 | 471 | 744 | 697 | 504 | 405 | 338 | 257 | 209 | 175 (120 | 115|152 (174 | 122 | 4,979
2018 16 | 17 | 34 | 17 | 21 [ 24 | 19 | 30 | 27 | 58 | 254 | 387 |447 | 410 | 343 | 299 | 265 | 210 [ 150 | 143 | 151 | 173|110 | 116 | 99 | 98 || 3,918
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2025 36 |18 (26 |13 (14 | 14| 6 21 | 109 (172|399 | 370 | 406 | 397 | 216 | 174 | 177 | 241 | 142 (134 86 | 44 | 58 | 17 | 3,290
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Section 4 — Section Species and Comparison Indices

Species!
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Section 5 — Annual Species Variation

Annual Indices
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Section 6 — Moths recorded on Transect

Transect walkers are encouraged to record any moths seen within their standard transect 'cube’ that are
distinctive enough to be identified in the field. The records below provide an insight into moth species that are
around during the daytime, including a number that will be missed or under-represented through more traditional
methods of moth recording.

Unlike butterflies, this is not a comprehensive record of the moths that are in the area. Many more moth species
are likely to be present but either not seen as they are not active during the day or not recognised as they may be
too small or not distinctive enough to be identified accurately during a transect walk.

Given that the numbers of moths spotted on individual transects is generally quite low, an overview report,

collating data from all NFBTG transects, is also produced to give context to sightings and provide sufficient data
to identify trends in more common species seen in the daytime. The overview report is available on request.

Mockbeggar - Species seen

Species 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Six-spot Burnet 2 97 26 125 69 11 50 | 37
Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet 9
Five-spot Burnet 8 2 7 4
Small Purple & Gold 1

Common Purple & Gold 1 2
Mother of Pearl 2
Rush Veneer 5 1
Garden Pebble 1

Poplar Hawk-moth 1

Blood-vein 1
Yellow Shell 2 2 2 2
Common Marbled Carpet 2
Sharp-angled Peacock 2

Brown Silver-line 7 3
Brimstone Moth 1 1

Snout 1

Muslin Moth 1 1
Ruby Tiger 1

Scarlet Tiger 3 2 1 1

Jersey Tiger 2 1
Cinnabar 40 | 44 14 7 2 2 4 11
Burnet Companion 1

Mother Shipton 1 1 3 2 2

Silver Y 21 7 34 75 1 114 48 4
Bordered Straw 1

Angle Shades 1

Ear Moth 2 2
Large Yellow Underwing 2 1

Total 64 (159 79 222 108 132 113 80
Larval

Cinnabar 12

Number of species 4 10 5 10 14 7 6 14
Total Species (2018-2025) 28




