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Section 1 - Introduction
This report summarises the findings of the weekly butterfly transects undertaken at Mockbeggar in 2021,
providing comparison with previous years' walks where possible. It is designed to provide feedback to the
landowner and land managers who have allowed this transect walk to take place and to the volunteers who
have carried it out. The transect has been walked since 2016. This route was designed by John Levell, General
Manager of Somerley Estate.
Monitoring walks have been carried out using the Fixed-route (Pollard Walk) transect methodology as promoted
through the United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS). This involves walking a fixed route each
week during the recording season which runs for 26 weeks from 1 st April to 30th September, recording all
butterflies within a 5m cube ahead of the walker. This produces an index for the numbers of each butterfly
species seen, which may also be referred to in the report by various terms, such as 'count' or 'record'. Adopting
this methodology means that it is possible to make a meaningful comparison of species indices and, over time,
identify trends in their abundance. A more detailed analysis, together with the raw data, is available to Group
Members and Landowners on request.
Transect walkers are also encouraged to record any moths seen on transect that they are able to identify in the
field, in the same way as they do for butterflies. They may also record any other sightings of note which can be
entered into UKBMS and are passed to the relevant conservation body.

2021 Weather
In summary 2021 was cool and changeable and cloudy. A poor spring and early summer certainly affected the
later butterfly emergence and numbers.
After a warm spell in late March, April was a dry, sunny but cold month, the frostiest on record. May was very
changeable and very wet in the south, the wettest in the last 30 years and temperatures rarely reached 17c,
making timing of walks difficult. Apart from a warm and sunny spell at the beginning June started cool and
changeable and then turned warm and humid with numerous periods of rain nearly matching the May rainfall.
July was also cool, changeable and cloudy with a few periods of sunny spells in the middle of the month and
unusually for 2021 a very hot end. The heat wave did not last and the first half of August was mostly rather
unsettled, with temperatures suppressed by day, and regular falls of rain, it became much drier from mid-month,
with quiet settled weather but largely unremarkable temperatures and dull skies. September was drier and more
settled and quite warm before turning wet and chilly for the last four days of the month.
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/summaries
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Section 2 – Transect Background and Season Highlights
Transect Description
The Mockbeggar transect is on the Somerley Estate in the Avon Valley 2 miles north of Ringwood. A
34hect/80acre disused gravel pit complex, 21hect/50acres comprising of water, included in the Avon Valley
SSSI/Ramsar/SPA. Surrounding land of 12hect/30acres of which 6.5hect/16acres is unimproved grassland and
wild flower meadows. A further 5.5hect/14acres of deciduous woodland and scrub, managed to provide scrub
surrounded woodland clearings.
The meadows are winter grazed to discourage coarse grass and scrub becoming established. Summer grazing
is not necessary due to the high numbers of deer present, the resident fallow herd exceeds forty individuals. A
large badger set and rabbit population regularly create areas of disturbed ground benefiting wild flower diversity.
Transect Route
Note, this is a Private Site – No Public Access

2021 Highlights

A Green Hairstreak in week nine, on section one, is the first record for the species on the transect. The
increasing diversity of the wild flower species on the transect saw the appearance of Lesser Knapweed in the
grassland habitat for the first year. The continued biodiversity improvement along the transect route pleasingly
provided further evidence in support of the current management practices.
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Section 3 - Flight Periods

Flight periods are based on New Forest Transect Group historic data supplemented by Alan Thornbury's
Hampshire Flight Chart.
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Section 4 - Weekly Indices

The noticeably delayed peak in numbers was mirrored in the delayed flowering of many of the important
food plants. The unseasonably cold April and May undoubtedly contributed to the delay in plant growth on
which much of the butterfly emergence and associated insect pollinators are dependent.
Section 7 below, severely impacted by ash die-back, altering light intensity on the bramble understory.
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Section 5 - Species per Section

Flower rich lake margins on section 5
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Section 6 - Annual Section Comparison Indices
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Section 7 - Annual Species Variation
Highest species counts per annum highlighted by red shaded box.
 indicates decrease  indicates increase  indicates no change
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Section 8 - Moths recorded on Transect
Transect walkers are encouraged to record any moths seen within their standard transect 'cube' that are
distinctive enough to be identified in the field. The records below provide an insight into moth species that are
around during the daytime, including a number that will be missed or under-represented through more traditional
methods of moth recording.
Unlike butterflies, this is not a comprehensive record of the moths that are to be found in the area. Many more
moth species are likely to be present but either not seen as they are not active during the day or not recognised
as they may be too small or not distinctive enough to be identified accurately during a transect walk.
Given that the numbers of moths spotted on individual transects is generally quite low, an overview report,
collating data from all NFTG transects, is also produced to give context to sightings and provide sufficient data to
identify trends in more common species seen in the daytime. The overview report is available on request for
further background information and a list of references used in compiling this section.



Mockbeggar recorded the greatest number of moths of any transect covered by the New Forest
Transect Group, accounting for over 20% of all records
In part this is due to the number of Six-spot Burnet recorded, which accounted for over 85% of all New
Forest Transect Group sightings of this species in 2021

Species
Six-spot Burnet

2018

2019

2020

2021

2

97

26

125

Five-spot Burnet

8

Small Purple & Gold

1

Common Purple &
Gold

1

Garden Pebble

1

Poplar Hawk-moth

1

Yellow Shell

2

Muslin Moth

1

Scarlet Tiger

3

2

1

Cinnabar

40

44

14

7

Mother Shipton

1

1

3

2

Silver Y

21

7

34

75

Angle Shades
Large Yellow
Underwing

1
2

1

Six-spot Burnet

Mother Shipton

Silver Y
9

